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In early spring of 2008 when the winter chill was still
lingering in the air, news of Lydia Sum'’s illness flooded
the media. Lydia passed away not long after. Sadness
and tears filled the Hong Kong Coliseumn, where Sumn's
public memorial service was held; the venue also echoed
to the sound of the many voices of grief as mourners bid
emational farewells to the entertainer.

After Sum had been laid to rest in a cemetery in Canada,
her family approached the Hong Kong Heritage Museumn
and expressed their wish to donate various memorabilia
items belonging to Lydia to the museum. An exhibition
to showcase the collection, as a tribute to Sum's
outstanding performing career, was also discussed.

After the Roman Tam Collection in 2006, the Lydia Sum
Collection is the museum's second collection focusing
on local performing culture, and reflects the wide public
recognition of the museum’s efforts to preserve local
popular culture. The memorabilia collection of Sum
contains 347 items, including costumes, personal items
used in performances, news clippings and publications,
among other items. To enrich the displayed collection
further, Lydia’s family and close friends have generously
loaned items such as photos from Lydia's childhood,
awards, and commemorative certificates, so that
members of the public can enjoy a more comprehensive
picture of Sum'’s performing career.

The Shanghai-born entertainer joined the local show
scene at a young age and enjoyed a glittering career
spanning mare than four decades. Many of her actions
and thoughts were captured by the camera. Starting off
with small parts, she played young maidservants, school

girls, factory girls, newly weds, stay-at-home mums and
mothers4indaw - the numerous roles she played grew
through the generations. Her accomplishments as TV
programme hostess and mistress of ceremonies are
just as extraordinary, earning her affectionate nicknames
such as "Sister Fei", "Happy Fruit" and "Champion
MC". Her life not only reflects the development of show
business in Hong Kong, but also depicts how the local
generation who grew up in the post-war period struggled
to succeed.

Artistes are intertwined with social culture; they act as
an interactive medium between popular culture and
the public. Pursuing the many inter-relations of popular
culture, we interviewed Lydia's family in Canada and also
her friends and work colleagues in Hong Kong. We also
searched in libraries and archives for texts, images and
sounds that could identify Sum’s various personas in the
public eye. We explored the cultural manifestation of her
unique iconic status dating back to the 1960s.

Thanks to the generous donation from Lydia’s family
and the support of her friends, work colleagues and a
number of public and commercial organisations, the
exhibition was successfully put together. Lydia has left
us for more than a year now and it is time for us to say
goodbye to sadness. Let us now appreciate the legacy
that she has left behind, and reminisce in our joyful
memaories of her shrill laughter.

Hong Kong Heritage Museum



EDWIR - BREENABYS - AEHRK
LDEICENEE . XFER REITEESHOIE;
E0NES  TRIBRIEZNERE - BHER
BB + FRIBE 3 ERRROER -

HFREZOLENREE—REN 8 -8BK
B 8-BF% ERE {58 RHKRERS
S8 REREREOFRRRE - BE - HRRE
S50 + B LURE RS

MRBEEBERNRMOAY  BOREE
EREE  "HERI, BENERRDNERE
BORRBINEAROEED - B2 AZE . &
O+\EREEED  SMRRE -RF M
BEXFNEeNIEFAENEL - SERILR
RELAE - X8 RK BE-RAD - EHMA
RPOBTRUE - BEFAERFISE - HBELE -
FAMKE  RRASTHENMAR - EBETHF
ERANE  MRREEEBL L& T3 K
i BERNER pAEHKMOLIRDPE ET —E
508 ©

—VERILERENLHEE "BEXL 09 B8R
2 XE STUR - MBERREE "BAL 6
W RRWHA—FE AL - AR ORIBER

o7 {FIbERE ~ SE0F0E® - ORR S £BEAZE °

B EANALFEREEZECRERER
B9E1R4E » BIEBEER AL DRRFRKERS
B THEDERA - R BEEMEBEENR
REEZNEN  OEASARBERER  BE
BE BANS - BEAEEESHNS  IFE
ETBZ0 - BE - RADATESRE - BSE
B ITRREANET KEERROME - B L
ZENER FRfA-—ERSENLHNEA
THNBREN % FAREE - RELQHO
8-

@BRE



From personal experience, | know how difficult it is
to face the belongings of the loved ones we lost. The
familiar scents evoke feelings of emptiness, the candid
shots stir up bittersweet memories, the sounds of the
past bring feelings of despair; because we know that
these scents, these pictures, these sounds are only
echoes of the real thing.

Perhaps the easier route to take is the one where we
box everything up. We do not forget, but we tuck every
scarf, every dress, every handbag, every memary away
into a closet which, thereafter, we come to avoid.

Lydia Tin Ha Sum was an iconic Hong Kong figure.
Most remember her for her black horn-rimmed
glasses, her distinctive hooked hairstyle and her
contagious rumble of a laugh. Over the years, Lydia
took on several identities. She was an actor, a
singer, a talk show host, and a preeminent master
of ceremonies. For forty-eight years of her life, Lydia
gave us her talent, her wits, her laughter, her tears
- her heart. She opened up her heart to us and as &
result, we relied on her as a friend. She was a most
loyal friend too, for she was always just a click of the
television away. Lydia has made her mark in the history
of Hong Kong, but most importantly, she has made her
mark in our hearts.

Everything about Lydia was big. From her hair, to
her laugh, to her figure, Lydia was larger than life.
But what stood out most was her great, big heart.

She gave her time, energy and spirit to us and never
asked for anything in return. Still the secret desires
of an artiste is to be remembered - to know that even
after they leave this world, their work will continue to
inspire others and will continue to be admired by all. To
dig into our memories again is a difficult process; be
that as it may, nothing worth doing is easy. We must
be courageous. \We must be strong. Let us open up
the boxes, dust off the old movies and put on the old
records. Let us come together and celebrate the life
of an extraordinary artiste, woman and friend. Let us
turn Lydia back on.

Joyce Cheng
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teRBEESE -
Despite her ancestral
home being based
in Ningbo, Zhejiang
province, Lydia
was born on 9
July (1 June in the
lunar calendar) in _
Shanghai. During her early years, she attended ballet
lessons at the youth cultural centre in Shanghai.

1958

BESE BRAAEILARSE 4798 - —
IhRMEN SR ® “Lydia” °

Lydia migrated to Hong Kong and settled at No. 479,
King's Road, North Point with her family. Her second
elder sister picked "Lydia" as Sum's name.

1960

RENEK BBRBRASH (—BHIETRA)
EBNVES  BHESWEBESENE—F - HiR
ZRPBZWEZREEEER °

She was selected by Shaw Brothers (HK) Ltd to play a
role in When the Peach Blossoms Bloom, after which she
appeared in a number of Mandarin and Cantonese films.

N EHER - RRERRD - HE - HeR -
iS5 ~ FIEFM ~ BRICEEHARN TIREBEMK .

She formed the "Silver Mice Group", together with Paul

Chang Chung, Patrick Tse Yin, Willie Chan Chi-keung,

Chen Hao, Chin Hsiang-lin and Alan Tang Kwong-wing

during the 1860s-1970s.

1967

RENTLIBNNSEESREEERLSD (EBE
") RBE (RRSE) TR BRAA (818
SE) W2 - IRESZEIERE (KF
W) - BIREEIBRER "FLRL A TRE. .
Lydia was recommended to Television Broadcasts
Limited (TVB) by Robert Chua for the role of hostess of
Enjoy Yourself Tonight (EYT). She became one of the
pillars of this popular variety show. She took part in TV
drama Under the Victoria Peak. The media began to
refer to her as the "Happy Fruit" and "Fei Fei" (Fatty).



1970
HhRE —RIEAFIE
(BIEARBIBE) -

Released her first solo

album Love is a game. b/ ElAEERE

ed -

1972

HRAEM EECEE ., BRESERRR
DRIBTEY - BMSRE CLRE BX)
545 o

Formed the "Lover's Duet" group together with Roman
Tam to tour Hong Kong and Southeast Asia. The group
co-released the album Sum Tin-ha, Roman.

BA20@L 106 EEBEREERSEND
IMBBRERLEZRBUNRBEESE - NRE I
REEEEBIERENEE -

Lydia rode through the Cross-Harbour Tunnel from Hung
Hom in an antigue convertible at the opening ceremony
of the Cross-Harbour Tunnel held at 10 p.m. on 2 August,
becoming the first guest of honour to ride across the
tunnel from Kowloon to Hong Kong.

1973

SREVEBBY (CTHED) -

Played a role in the famous Cantonese film The House of
72 Tenants.

1974
TEREIRE, 71 -
"Lover's Duet" split up.

BSTOAE « TRARREMEN "ORETE, &
(BESE) DB -

Formed the "Four Golden Flowers" with Liza Wang, Felicia
Wong and Teresa Cheung to perform on EYT.

1977
BREATESIHEME (F8/)E) I&E X B



BREREE "S-

Partnered with lvan Ho for the first time as mistress of
ceremonies for the Miss Hong Kong Pageant. Became
"Champion MC" for the TV station shortly thereafter.

1979

MEBEELEBEE  ARMESR L— @55
B e (RBESE) PAHR "LEE, —
AASED -

As a native Shanghainese, Lydia had no difficulty in playing
the role of the "Shanghai woman" on EYT which enjoyed
huge popularity.

SERRERETE (ZA=T)-

Played in TVB's drama episade I'm a8 Woman.

1981
Z2REREREE (R
BEIINRZFIHEESTE -

%) hREL -/

Played the role of "Lady Bo" alongside Adam Cheng and
Louise Lee in The Misadventure of Zoo.

1987
METLREBME -
Gave birth to Joyce
Cheng.

(BgS%H) BEE
ATR REBE 4
SIHE RS S A
uzaEAnn "waER0<SAS R, —ROE
ORI E - BEFEELRAMAS "RBAE, -
Performed a tongue-twister medley with Carol Do Do
Cheng, Lisa Wang and Wendy Yu, demonstrating her
eloguence in the 5000th show of EYT. In the same year,
she received an honour award from Sir Bun Run Shaw.

ZERBY (EEBA) BU "BE, BRER -
HipEEEinE (S83EA) (1988) ~(E88=
BA)(1989) B (EE&EEE) (1992) % ' &5
REFREGHE  BRADSBANHE -

Lydia starred as the main character in the film /t's a
Mad, Mad, Mad World portraying a character with a
rapidfire chatterbox image. She starred again in ft's a
Mad, Mad World I (1988); It's a Mad, Mad Warld lil



(1989) and It's 8 Mad, Mad, Mad World Too (1992).
The realism and light-heartedness of the films resonated
with many Hong Kong people.

1990
DBRTMHBIRERAS ( TNER) - HERREE
SEEE (LMY IE X218 (RESBR
B) (FFI) B (HAHEMNE) F6%E -
Joined Asia Television Limited (ATV) and hosted the
Miss Asia Pageant alongside James Wang. Played in a
number of dramas such as Fei Fei's TV Station, Days of
Glory and War of the Couple, etc.

HmBMERE  NRERKERBRLAT » =
1§ (R85 B (ZAZA) MEBEE -
Joined China Entertainment Television after her contract
with ATV came to an end. Hosted the shows Happy
Hour and Women Women.

1957

SREFER ' LSRECBETRE (EEKXE)
mEnEE—& -

Returned to TVB and played the leading role of "Tong
Yuenyuen" in the station's anniversary drama A Recipe
for the Heart.

2000

(PLiRALRRIBROTF) BY  EMBERA
RIS IREEO+ENBRIMBIE »

Fei Fei's Forty Years of Happy Moments in Films and
Television aired. The show was produced by TVB as a
tribute to Lydia's 40-year contribution to show business.

2001

SRERERE (RENDINHBETE)  SENE
—ff o

Played the role of "Pong Siuyuk" in the TVB drama The
Stamp of Love.

HFENEAFEREERBERZERE
(BRR—ZKIR) * 8HR “Lydia" —F o

Played the leading role of Lydia in Living with Lydia, an
English sitcom produced by Singapore's MediaCorp.



REZCH (EEET) LT TFRN
ERERNBEERMEIEZCL -

Played in the musical Lai Fa Palace which brought the
night club and song parlour scene of the 1960s to the
stage.

2002
SRBAB (HBBFit—Fit) FFRHFTE—RB -
HBAREHAEE (K100) P53 TIRAL 8
S BREEHNENDRREN (BEN
ZHHR) RBENREE (BHOTR) TR -

Played the role of Salina Chong in the TV drama Sfim
Chances. Talked about the bitterness and joy of being a
fat person in the entertainment news programme K-700.
She also hosted Great Homes for Great Pleasure, a show
about luxurious Canadian homes as well as the talk show
Behind Fame.

BEE=1TT18 (BTE22) -
Played again in the 32-show re-run
of Lai Fa Palace.

10

2003

B (RR—XR) & LNERALEL 2003, 2 "8
ESBIZRE -

Awarded "Best Comedy Performance by an Actress” at
the 2003 Asian Television Awards for her performance
in Living with Lydia .

2005

128108 ' RBE—REH (DEREE) -
Hosted the Tung Wah Charity Gala for the last time on
10 December.

2006
S BER (EXBERRERR)  ERIRERE—
RIBEES -

Hosted the Po Leung Kuk Fund-raising Gala as MC in
September. This is the last programme hosted by her.

11 5 20 BELAREEROENNE (R&8
B LAY EEHERTeE Bl - BF - L
B NEAREEFRDE - +2U2K B
FBEXER RE BRES - AT RHERE
8% BB -

TVB's Where are they now? aired on 20 November.



The interview show followed in Lydia's footsteps for six
months to visit more than 20 of her friends in Taiwan,
Thailand, Japan, Shanghai, Canada, and the US, etc. Her
dear friends, including film directors, actors, TV artistes,
singers and news anchors recalled their fond memories
of her.

2007

BERERENMB1I7HN (B TEBRER
2007) LEIRERR "BRTAEREAE -
DIEE RSB SE0 TR

Lydia Sum was honoured with a Lifetime Achievement
Award at the TVB TV Awards Presentation 2007 on
17 November. The honour was in recognition of Sum's
outstanding performing career.

2008
2 E 19 B IREREERRERE  HRLZH
ENEANKEEES -

"

Sum passed away on 13 February at Queen Mary
Hospital in Hong Kong. She was later buried at her
family's grave in Canada.

EE-TCETEREYEERERERT MRS
e TWEREPE 0 REMOFEER -

Lydia Sum was honoured with a Professional Spirit Award
at the 27th Hong Kong Film Awards in recognition of her
professional spirit.

NEXRFETEREARBIIREDSFRENS
EH#E)EE) 22008 £ 6 B 1 BETRLRER
=8 BR "R, ZhhERFENNEREE
MEEERILRENEBIN -

The city of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,
proclaimed the 1 June 2008 as "MS. FEI FEI DAY" to
commemorate the tremendous contribution made by
Sum to Vancouver's charity events over the years. Mayor
Samuel C. Sullivan personally read aloud the certificate at
the city's council meeting.
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1950 4%,

BEEL B (/\R) BE-SHE( %)
FREE(NB) MEBXRE(HBS) - E8
(Kb) ~ EE(AWb) ~ BFI(£3H)

Photo taken at the Shanghai Wanzhong Studio

1950s

From left to right: Wandam (eighth younger brother),
Lydia, Suet-har (second elder sister), Wan-fung, being
cradled (ninth younger brother), Sum-Yau Dam-so
(mother), Har-yi (eldest sister), Mei-har (fifth elder
sister), Wan-mun (seventh younger brother)



FENNRE

The young Lydia Sum

RREEE ~ M FNBAERE (RS
B) —AFENEE -
1968 &£

Lydia Sum hosts the EYT 1st
Anniversary Special with To Ping and
Woo Fung.

1968

RRE () ~BEBR(P)
MFEFFE (6 ) EER(BRESE)
BYR AR TE
1960 FHUFK

Lydia Sum, To Ping (left), Cheng Kwan-
min ( middle) and Robert Chua ( right)
rehearse for EYT.

Late 1960s

f ) BRI R
Courtesy of Mr. Robert Chua



RRE BAR(A—) » HEBR(P)
RER(EZ)NEZBR(E—) AR
BSE) EHDRIBEINE -

ARBEHBHSE) . 1970FR TREOEARBOES
1970 4 Lydia Sum, Sum Sum (first left), Cheng 1970 F44
y Kwarr-min ( middle), Leung Sing-po ( second . :
Lydia Sum hosts EYT. '
"lyg':'aﬂsum o8 right) and Stella Hsi (first right) pictured Lyd.lla Sum's classic happy
at a shooting session in Singapore for bl
EYT. 1970s
1970s
BRE BRI AL

Courtesy of Mr. Robert Chua
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1970 E153)
IRFYERERFE R 1970
FRIER "EEEE
. EREFEINR
PR °

Lover's Duet

Early 1970s

Formed by Lydia Sum
and Roman Tam in the
1870s, the "Lover's
Duet" frequently
toured Hong Kong and
Southeast Asia.

& BERBE 197282208
RiTasEn  MRERSURSE
1972 &

The opening ceremony of Cross-
Harbour Tunnel was held on 2nd
August 1972, Lydia Sum was the first
guest of honour to ride across the
tunnel.
1872

(E+=xEZ) SUEAR
1973 &F

Movie still of The House of 72 Tenants
1973

RIS XREREERATIREE
Still supplied by Celestial Pictures Ltd.



AEBEE (RRSE) 0@
BIPEnE — IR "By
B LisE -

1978 £

Lydia Sum plays the Shanghai
woman, a rapidfire chatterbox, in
a comedy sketch in EYT.

18978

TORETEL & (R
BURL °
1970 4%

SH)

The performance of "Four Golden

Flowers" in EYT.
1970s

PR E

1980 £

JLRREE ~ U718 ~ EREFRE
BESEEENEE (nR
% 1980) -

Tung Wah Charity Gala

1880

Lydia Sum hosts the Tung Wah
Charity Gala 1980 with lvan Ho, Gigi
Wong and Leung Sing-po.



MRREEERER (X
BIERFR)REDES -
1981 &

Lydia Sum performs ballet with
David Lo in The Competition of
Twinkle Stars.

1981

IMBERERER0BELE
RESHENFE — BEEZIT
HIE -

1987 &

Lydia Sum performs a challenging
task in TVB 20th Anniversary Special.
She steps on several stages of eggs
and gets through a hoop.

1987

(Fact4T) BRBIR
1987 £

Movie still of Mother Vs, Mother
1987

BfESHRMREEIRASRH
Still supplied by Celestial Pictures Ltd



IRRIER ~ BRIEIS ~ T ENBTEE
i (EZEERRR) -
1987 &£

Lydia Sum hosts the Po Leung Kuk Charity
Gala with Carol Do Do Cheng, van Ho and
Eric Tsang.

1987

LB ER
2000 FHK

Lydia Sum
2000s

(SBEBEOR) feEmELREa
Copyright - 2008 Hong Kang
EconomicTimes.

All rights reserved. Reprinted with
permission.

ZER (ETEES) BN
2002 4

Stage performance still of La/
Fa Palace
2002

RAaETXRESUFERATIRN
Courtesy of the Spring-Time Group



HBEESENERAGSE
2002 &
MBESSRE (&%
BEFit —Fit) gABE
RUBATSE—A
E-{lig 73

My Favourite TV Character
Award

2002

Lydia Sum received this
award in recognition of
her role as the business
woman Chong Sau-lai
in the TV drama Slim
Chances.

BESELRER
(SMBIRE)
2003 F

MBI IIZER
Bl (BR—RK) P
B | %6 /0 EI A EE TR M
ESILE -

Best Comedy Performance
by an Actress (Asian
Television Awards)
2003

Lydia Sum received
this award for her
performance as the dim
sum chef Lydia in the
Singaporean TV drama
Living with Lydia.

19

BT AERBAR
2007 &

& (RTERREAR
2007) P HE SR
REBILETFINRE ' B
EBUOIERERMFN ©

Lifetime Achievement
Award

2007

Lydia Sum was honoured
with this award at TVB
Anniversary Award
Presentation 2007
in recognition of her
outstanding performing
career.

EXEGRE

2008 &
EE_+tEEEBE
HEBEREE P
MEEEE RIS
REMOF T -

Professional Spirit Award
2008

Lydia Sum was honoured
with the award at the
27th Hong Kong Film
Awards in recognition of
her professional spirit.



TEREFREGRRE NEXRIEPR/E
2000 % BhE R ERiRLER
BEEEETLRE 2008 £

Model Mother of 2000 Life Time Achievement

2000 Award of S.U.C.CES.S.
Awarded by the Chung Foundation, Vancouver,
Sing Benevolent Society Canada

2008

oo, FUERITOAL

NFRRSE "RIRB. o=k

2008 &£

BBEDEERE2008FE6 1858 "B
BB, BEIREN RS EREERELE
ERE -

Certificate of proclamation of "MS. FEI FEI DAY",
\fancouver, Canada

2008

The office of the Mayor, City of Vancouver, Canada,
proclaimed for June 1, 2008 as "MS. FEI FEI DAY"
to dedicate Lydia Sum's contribution to charities
across the Metro Vancouver area.



TR MRED
1987 &
MFERTEER
ZO0ARED ©

E8EAN) &

Film costume

1987

Lydia Sum's costume in the film
It's 8 Mad, Mad, Mad World.

S ERED

1999 F

BT IEMEER 32 EF
CEHNB (ETEREGE)
AT ERODARA

Stage costume

1999

Lydia Sum hosted TVB 32nd
Anniversary Special in this dress.

FORED

2000 F£4%
MREBEEFNEXNPREHIRR
BISHTEROIMREAD -

Stage costume

2000s

Lydia Sum hosted the S.U.C.CESS.
Fund-raising Gala in Canada in this
dress.



—ern T -
2000 &

AR EEEMEEEB IO+
BES (AEIREIRT 55 8 Fun
RIEE) FEOVARED °

Stage costume

2000

Worn by Lydia Sum in her Fei Fei
Inviting All Guests, Happy and Fun
Concert which celebrated her
40-year performing career.

S8 (BE22) FOmRED
2002 &

The costume of the musical Lai Fa Palace
2002

BROEAFOBEERATRM
Courtesy of the Spring-Time Group



ZELRED

2003 &
MEREERERNBEERE
(RE—KE) SESRIFD
Z0VRER o

Stage costume

2003

Lydia Sum wore this dress for
the promotional poster for the
Singaporean TV drama Living with
Lydia.

SESRED

2005 £

ITRBEEHEEERNE (FEm
SR 2005) RFTE0UAREN °

Stage costume

2005

Lydia Sum hosted the Tung Wah
Charity Gala 2005 in this dress.

23



SLRREE R 2005 F HE HiEE
ABRBREEMSHELENR
%D

2005 &

Lydia Sum wore this outfit to attend
Jennifer Tse's university graduation
party in 2005,

2005

FERAD
2006 F s
AREBETEREE (RB8%)
SHREIBRR RIS I AT OV ARE

Stage costume

2006

Lydia Sum wore this costume when
interviewing her close friend Patsy
Ka-ling in TV Programme Where
are they now?

24

(BESHE) BARDOEXE
1990 &

RGBSR 1990 F iR (#e
SE) BEABRNSEREX
RBXSFILBE WS
th TSEZBE -

The cast of EYT signing the
farewell card for Lydia.

18990

Lydia Sum left the show EYT in
1990. The cast including Woo
Fung and Ha Yu presented a
farewell card to Lydia Sum and
wished her all the best.



CPIERSRFHEE Fun BIER) BASSE
MediaCorp TV BISE (2fR—% 20007

%8 538 AREIRBEESRO AT HEEE I ECBAREE -
2004 5 An autographed painting for Fei Fei

Poster of Media Corp TV Drama Inviting All Guests, Happy and Fun

Living with Lydia Concert

2004 2000
Stars autographed the painting
and congratulated Lydia Sum for
her achievements at the concert to
commemorate her 40th year in show
business.

25



B

2007 &

EE TR, BESIRIEER
AOREZ— BEFEERSE
g HRBM%-

Wig

2007

To create a natural look, this
Lydia Sum's half wig had to be

combined with her real hair when
in use.

BE

2007 &

MRESTBRER "EHE
BE - WRALE -

Wig

2007

Lydia Sum liked this full wig for its
convenience.

RS

1990 F1%
MREENENFRDHEAB
RREE - SRBEEMAH
EEIEERE -

Glasses

1990s

Lydia Sum began wearing
glasses when she was in
Primary six. This pair of dark-
rimmed glasses were frequently
worn by Lydia.



R

2007 &

FRERNBEERTER (ZERB) X8
ILEEROY —BIMAS - Ml Eo RIXRREN K8
M

Mahjong

2007

A mahjong set featuring a cartoon-style depiction of
Lydia Sum printed on the mahjong tiles. The set was
a gift from Stephen Chan, TVB's General Manager and
host of the talk show Be My Guest.
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