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Foreword

The Lingnan School’s strong emphasis on art education has nurtured many illustrious
masters, among them is Professor Chao Shao-an, an important figure in the promotion
of this school of art. Apart from perfecting his artistic skills, Professor Chao was also
keen on teaching and fostering new generations of talents. His art and painting styles
are then promoted and further developed by his many disciples.

Mr. Lo Ching Yuan is one of Professor Chao’s best disciples and had been studying
painting with Chao at the Lingnan Art Studio as early as 1969. Professor Chao has
once praised this beloved student who excelled in untrammeled brushstrokes that “[his]
brush abounds with innovative ideas, indeed [is he] a talent in the art scene.” Mr. Lo
has always dedicated himself to painting and the tireless pursuit of artistic excellence.
He followed his late master’s example in teaching, establishing the Wanshan Painting
Studio early in Hong Kong in 1975. After moving to Taiwan in 1986, he founded the
Nan Tian Artists Association and compiled three volumes of To Paint in Lingnan Style

S0 as to nurture new generations of artists through education.

Adhering to Lingnan School’s focus on realistic observation and live drawing, Mr. Lo
avidly turns to nature for inspirations, his flowers and birds, insects, fish and animals
are depicted in detailed and vivid manners. He was interested in painting fish in
an earlier stage of his career and used to keep fish of different kinds in his studio to
capture the movement of swimming fish. He found in the swimming fish a kindred
spirit: a desire for freedom. After migrating to Canada, he became attracted to eagles
flying between clouds in this land of vast openness. He would always depict this bird to
express his admiration of the conviction of charting new heights.
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Apart from the chance of enjoying the grand composition of the Catch tetraptych, we
are also very grateful for Mr. Lo’s set of twelve zodiac animals painted especially for
this exhibition. The zodiac amimals are much depicted subject matters, yet with his
versatile techniques, Mr. Lo breathes new lives into the depictions of animals. This set
of paintings is a testimony to his achievements from decades of efforts on painting.

On behalf of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum, we would like to express our sincere
gratitude to Mr. Lo Ching Yuan. This exhibition would not have been materialised

without Mr. Lo’s unwavering support.

Fione LO

Museum Director

Hong Kong Heritage Museum
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A Few Recollections:
My Teacher Professor Chao Shao-an

I have always been fond of painting ever since I was a child. Back then, I used to paint
New Year cards for exchanging with my fellow painting classmates. When I was in
secondary school, a classmate’s parents have in their collection some paintings by
Professor Chao Shao-an that was done during his stay in Guangzhouwan (modern
Zhanjiang) under the Sino-Japanese war. I was immediately drawn to them and could
not let go of them. I pleaded hard so that I could borrow them back to my home for closer
study. The loan period was short and I had to draw all night long tirelessly. My mother
felt bad for me and said, “This is not what your livelihood depends on anyway, why toil
so hard on them?” Reflecting on what my mother said, indeed it was a prophesy of sort,
a verdict on my predestined life. All through my working life, I have taken painting
as my profession and the brush as my companion. I considered myself very lucky to
have borrowed that collection of fine works by Chao. They were mostly long, large
hanging scrolls on different subject matters. It was as if a treasure trove for me, how
could I not work as hard as I could? Because of this chance encounter, I had laid some
foundation before later joining the Lingnan School. After coming to Hong Kong in the
late-60s, T could not wait to formally seek Chao’s consent in taking me as his pupil.
My first assignments were received kindly by Chao, earning praises from the Master
himself. I was showered with kindness under Chao’s tutelage. For instance, whenever
he demonstrates with complicated drafts such as those of mandarin ducks, fish, deers,
monkeys and tigers, subject matters that required a few lessons to complete, he would
always allow me to borrow these drafts to study after class, arousing the envies of
our classmates. This allowed me to study and absorb in details, enabling significant
progression in my paintings. Whenever I reflect on this during the last decades, I am
always deeply moved by Chao’s kindness.
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Professor Chao was not only dedicated in teaching, he was also proactive in supporting
promising students, even encouraging them to quit their jobs, so that they can dedicate
fully to painting. In the mid-80s, I planned to further my career in Taiwan after hosting
my solo exhibition there. Chao personally wrote a few recommendation letters for me
and encouraged me to visit veteran leaders of the Taiwanese painting scene. He was
kind enough to give me practical tips, reminding me that certain painters were hot-
tempered and prone to very critical remarks, urging me to be extremely cautious in
dealing with them. These mindful remarks had helped me a lot.

Under the invitation of the Hong Kong Lighthouse Magazine, Professor Chao wrote an
art column teaching readers one subject matter per issue, with detailed explanations
accompanied by photographs of paintings. It had indeed opened a window for students
who were interested in and wanted to learn more about the Lingnan School, but could
not make it to the class in person. Sadly, the magazine stopped publishing afterwards,
rendering many subject matters unpublished. That was indeed a shame for all those
interested to learn more. Because of this, the Taiwanese publisher, Art Book Company
Limited, invited me to compile a three volume book series titled To Paint in Lingnan
Style, covering subject matters of flowers and birds, insects and fish, landscapes,
animals and figures. Although this is a project that I have paid my utmost efforts,
I must shamefully admit that my contributions are nowhere comparable to Chao’s.

Lo Ching Yuan
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Biography
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1946
1963

1975
1980

1981

1982
1983

1984
1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

Born in Meixian, Guangdong province

Shortlisted for the National Young Artists” Exhibition
Willow and Cicada was selected to be exhibited in Paris, France

Founding of Wanshan Painting Studio (Hong Kong)

Solo exhibition at Hong Kong Hotel
Asian Modern Art Exhibition, Japan

Solo exhibition at Tsuen Wan Town Hall, Hong Kong
Asian Modern Art Exhibition, Japan

Asian Modern Art Exhibition, Japan

Asian Modern Art Exhibition, Japan
Plantain and Birds was purchased by the Hong Kong Legislative Council
delegation as a gift to the British Parliament

Solo exhibition at Lao’s Gallery, California, United States

Solo exhibition, thematic demonstration and public talk at
the National Museum of History, Taiwan

Recording for the programme Our Chinese Paintings by
the Public Television Service, Taiwan

Solo exhibition at the Gancheng Gallery, Taiwan
Published The Art of Lo Ching Yuan

Invited to participate in the 11™ National Art Exhibition, Taiwan
Founding of Nan Tian Artists Association (Taiwan)
Settled in Taiwan

Solo exhibition at Taichung Municipal Cultural Center, Taiwan
Published To Paint in Lingnan Style (1)

Invited to participate in the Exhibition of Art Development of the ROC

Solo exhibition at Sha Tin Town Hall, Hong Kong

Solo exhibition at Art House Gallery, Malaysia

Invited to participate in the 12™ National Art Exhibition, Taiwan
Contemporary Calligraphy and Paintings Five-year Touring Exhibition,
United States

Solo exhibition at Chinese Television System Art Center, Taiwan
Lingnan Art Association of America Exhibition
Published To Paint in Lingnan Style (2)

Solo exhibition at Taichung Municipal Cultural Center, Taiwan
Lingnan School Painters of the US Exhibition (Invited exhibition)
International Chinese Arts Association of the US Joint Exhibition

Solo exhibition at Banqgiao Tang Gallery, Taiwan
Invited to participate in the 13™ National Art Exhibition, Taiwan

International Lingnan School Paintings Exhibition, Australia
(Invited exhibition)
Taiwan Contemporary Chinese and Oil Paintings Exhibition
(Invited exhibition)

Solo exhibition at Ipoh, Malaysia
Solo exhibition at Taichung Municipal Cultural Center, Taiwan
Published To Paint in Lingnan Style (3)
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1995

1996

1997

1998

1999
2000
2001

2002

2003
2004
2005
2006
2008

2009
2010
2012

2013

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Solo exhibition at Kaohsiung Cultural Center, Taiwan
Invited to participate in the 14" National Art Exhibition, Taiwan

Solo exhibition at Hang Seng Gallery, Vancouver, Canada
Solo exhibition at the National Dr. Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, Taiwan (Invited exhibition)
Published Chinese Painting by Lo Ching Yuan

Lingnan Art Association of America Exhibition

Solo exhibition at the University of British Columbia, Canada
Invited to participate in the 15™ National Art Exhibition, Taiwan

Solo exhibition at Taichung Municipal Cultural Center, Taiwan
Solo exhibition at Stephen Lowe Art Gallery, British Columbia, Canada

New Century of Lingnan Art International Touring Exhibition
100" Anniversary of Lingnan Art Retrospective Exhibition at
Chinese Culture University Hwa Kang Museum

Solo exhibition at Cultural Affairs Bureau of Hsinchu County Government, Taiwan
Collection of Lingnan Fine Arts Museum Exhibition, Academia Sinica, Taiwan
10™ Anniversary Exhibition of the Chinese Canadian Artists Federation, Vancouver, Canada

Emigrated to Canada

The Art of Lo Ching Yuan Exhibition organised by China-Canada Cultural and Economic Association
Hong Kong Lingnan Art Studio Joint Exhibition on the 100™ Anniversary of Prof. Chao Shao-an

20" Anniversary of Lingnan Art Association of America Exhibition

Hong Kong To-days Chinese Art Association Joint Exhibition

Exhibition of 100 Chinese Artists of North America

World Tour Exhibition of the Renowned Chinese Artists in Celebration of Beijing Olympics
Hong Kong To-days Chinese Art Association Joint Exhibition

Solo exhibition at the Hong Kong Central Library

Published Chinese Painting by Lo Ching Yuan (IIT)

Appeal of Lingnan: Art of Lo Ching Yuan organised by the Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou
Thematic talk at the Seminar of the Development of Lingnan School in Guangdong,
Taiwan and Hong Kong

Lingnan Art Studio and To-days Chinese Art Association Joint Exhibition in
Memorial of the 110™ Anniversary of Prof. Chao Shao-an

Over the Horizon — Art of Lo Ching Yuen Exhibition organised by Wan Fung Art Gallery
Published Over the Horizon — Selected Works of Lo Ching Yuan

Returned to Hong Kong to teach painting

Founding of Nan Tian Artists Association (Hong Kong)

Ink Global Exhibition

Thematic demonstration and public talk at Ink Global Exhibition

The First Nan Tian Artists Association (Hong Kong) Exhibition

Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition by the Quartet of Lingnan Art Studio
Boundless Nature — The Art of Lo Ching Yuan Exhibition (organised by

the Hong Kong Heritage Museum)
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Tiger painted by Chao Shao-an
1965
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Hanging scroll,

ink and colour on paper
185x95.5 cm

Collection of Hong Kong
Heritage Museum
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White Tiger in the Snow

2019

7K 2 % AR A LB
187x92.2 JE
FAK

Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

187x92.2 cm

Private collection
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Catch

1996
KEH AR AV FE | Asetof 4 hanging scrolls, ink and colour on paper
— 1822x924 B} | Left1:1822x924cm
A= 181.6x932 JE ¥ | Left2:181.6x932cm
A= 1825x932 JE} | Left3:1825x93.2cm
£V 1822x923 E ¥ | Left4:1822x923cm
FAAR Private collection
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Misty Mountains

2015
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Vertical scroll,
ink and colour on paper

120 x 54.4 cm

Private collection
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The Lonely Seagull

1998
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185x92.3 JE ¥
AN B

Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

185x92.3 cm

Private collection
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Drinking Horse in Autumn

1989
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Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

134.3x63.3 cm

Private collection
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Eagle Above the Waves

2014
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Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

140.9x 71.8 cm

Private collection
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Gazing at the Moon

2017
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136x72.9 JE %
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Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

136x72.9 cm

Private collection
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The Persian Cat

2015
KEFERALE
92.1x56.1 JE K
FAK

Vertical scroll,
ink and colour on paper

92.1x56.1 cm

Private collection
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Striving Upstream

2016
KB % AR A LB
1395x71.7 J& %
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Hanging scroll,
ink and colour on paper

139.5x71.7 cm

Private collection
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Lively Carps

2016
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131.3x33 JE
AN B

Vertical scroll,
ink and colour on paper

131.3x 33 cm

Private collection
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Mount Huangshan in
the Sea of Clouds

2004
KB R ERAREE
72.3x 140 JE ¥
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Horizontal scroll,
ink and colour on paper

72.3x 140 cm

Private collection
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Emperor Penguins

1995
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81.8x42 E
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Vertical scroll,
ink and colour on paper

81.8x42cm

Private collection
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tToAHM - A
Set of Twelve
Zodiac Animals: Dog

2019
KEFERAME
(—&+=#)
36.9x46.6 JE K

Fh AN

Album leaf,
ink and colour on paper

36.9x46.6 cm

Private collection
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Set of Twelve
Zodiac Animals: Pig

2019
KB ERARE
(—&+=#)
36.8x46.5 JE K
AR B

Album leaf,
ink and colour on paper

36.8x46.5 cm

Private collection
A
T
i 3%
FEE(EX)
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