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Set design and conceptual drawing manuscripts of Detective Dee and the Mystery of the
Phantom Flame (2010)
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Before the shooting, art director James Choo visited the Famen Si Museum in Xi’an and found
inspiration in a Tang dynasty mural. He suggested director Tsui Hark creating an atmosphere with
both the Eastern and Western elements and using Persian motifs as the blueprint for the art design
of the film. Here are Choo’s words: “After reading the script, I had a deep impression on two
scenes. The first is a symmetrical composition, with an ancient Christian church in the background
and the Tang dynasty official, Detective Dee, standing in the centre, forming an ancient Western-
style background and an ancient Chinese-style foreground. The second scene features an ancient
Western-style building in the foreground, which connects with the Tang dynasty building in the far
distance. I took these two drawings to discuss with director Tsui and asked him, ‘This is the artistic

tone of our film, what do you think?’ He immediately said, ‘Bingo!’, and that was it.”
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Received the 30" Hong Kong Film Awards - Best Art Direction
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