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Maggie Cheung’s red period costume in Hero (2002)
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JNAFEAIRERA R A SR ASE AR I5REN R - 08 S lkf 5 & 2 2 P B A s
BURAcE - a0 Coragilglee) (1983) SHZUREEE hHIRRAZC A taatia i - HERMA
FERBRSRIRR R R ¢ (F2CHesE) (1987) o - BREHHUAT A ISR IR SRARH SR » R
BIEREAIEE - TRk -

EMR B AR EEPNVEIRILR - e FEHEIE G 1E  REEENECEEE ST
ARt R - Bo e AV RV ERGT ~ sSREAEATRPTERRE - B mIZRIER « FFhrE)
VRIS - iR B AR ARSI —EHERE -

BT A DA DU RE R TR AT A » B e B 6 T T B P A

Martial arts films shot during the 1980s often used wires and trampolines to add to the sense of
movement. The directors and costume directors would also deliberately make the costumes out of light

and airy fabrics. For example, the looks of the characters in Zu: Warriors from the Magic Mountain



(1983) were designed based on the flying apsaras in Dunhuang murals, which fill the martial arts film
with an ethereal and romantic air. In A Chinese Ghost Story (1987), the fluttering fabrics not only add
to the feminine and ghostly effect, but also serve as a destructive weapon that expresses the aesthetics
of movement.

Fabrics gradually became an important element in Hong Kong period action films. The costume
director would often work with the martial arts choreographer to choose a suitable fabric for making
costumes based on its weight and translucency to fit with the characters’ choreography, camera angles
and shutter speed, in order to create an ethereal effect that conveys both strength and suppleness, and
suggests motion amid stillness — a unique aesthetic pioneered and propagated by Hong Kong
filmmakers.

This period costume is made from four different shades of red fabrics, which not only creates an

ethereal effect but also enriches the visual hierarchy between movement and stillness.
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Received the 22" Hong Kong Film Awards - Best Costume & Make Up Design
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