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Richard Ng Yiu Hon’s Chinese vampire costume and Chinese /uopan in Rigor Mortis (2013)
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In homage to the Hong Kong vampire films of the 1980s, costume designer Miggy Cheng reimagined
the image of the traditional Eastern vampire with a handmade coin mask, a black Qing dynasty court

robe and a cloak made from a jute sack (originally used for storing glutinous rice). Bronze coins and



glutinous rice are used in Mao Shan Taoism to subjugate vampires, and are also common props in
Chinese vampire films. Cheng combined these objects with a modern artistic approach, which not

only creates a dark and eerie effect, but also subverts the audience’s perception of Chinese vampires.

The design of the Chinese /uopan (geomancy compass) incorporates the principles and iconography
of the Five Elements. It is engraved with designs and pictograms related to the concept, and has
hidden mechanics. Art director Irving Cheung made a total of five versions of the /luopan for filming
different scenes and shots. Displayed here is an electrically-powered version made of acrylic and
wood; each ring can be independently rotated. The other four luopans serve for different purposes.
The one made entirely of wood is for hanging on a wall; the pneumatic version allows the middle part
to rise; there is also a version which allows the actor to manually turn the rings to perform exorcism;
and the lightest one is for the actor to hold.
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