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Chow Yun Fat and Gong Li’s emperor and empress court robes in Curse of the Golden Flower

(2006)
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Costume Designer: Yee Chung Man
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Assistant Costume Designer: Jessie Dai
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These two sets of court robes with dragon and phoenix design in gold brocade are the most
ceremonious costumes for the two main characters in the film. Each robe measures around three

metres long and weighs eighteen kilograms. The robes were already embroidered with intricate



dragon and phoenix patterns and floral roundels, but director Zhang Yimou requested to further
amplify the dazzling golden visuals of the film shortly before filming. Under special arrangements
made by the mainland production unit Beijing Baorong Baoyi Garments & Accessories Co., Ltd.,
more than thirty embroiderers worked day and night to attach a large number of beads and 3D
holographic metal sequins to the robes for enhancing the dazzling refractions of golden light. It took

half a month to finish the whole procedure.

The gold crown, phoenix crown, and the emperor’s inner robes on display are replicas, while the rest
are originals worn by the actors. The outer robes have been stored at a warehouse since the film
wrapped. Although the material has lost its gleam over the years, it is not difficult to imagine how

dazzling the outer robes looked when they were brand new.
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Received the 26" Hong Kong Film Awards - Best Costume & Make Up Design; the 9" Costume
Designers Guild Awards - Excellence in Period Film; and the 33" Saturn Awards - Best Film Costume

Design
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Courtesy of Beijing Bao Rong Bao Yi Film and Television Culture Communication Co., Ltd. / ©
Edko Films Limited. All Rights Reserved.



