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Art director Pan Lai purchased the printed silk from the No. 1 Silk Factory in Shanghai and asked a
senior master from “Sze Sze” Tailor on Pottinger Street in Central, Hong Kong to make the costume
according to Shanghai-style gipaos of the 1930s. This is a tailoring method in which the tailor cuts
the fabric in one piece without shoulder seams, with three black bias trims framing the silhouette. It

took almost two months to complete.



The costume fitting lasted a whopping ten days, and more than ten hours per day. Maggie Cheung
would put on the gipao, get her makeup and hair done, and then practise a graceful way of sitting,
standing and walking. Eventually, she was able to slip into character and confidently declared, “I am

Ruan Lingyu!”
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